JUNIOR BELFAST GIANTS ICE HOCKEY CLUB
CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT
We at Junior Belfast Giants Ice Hockey Club will not promise to keep secrets. However, information of a
confidential nature will only be communicated on a "need to know" basis, with the welfare of the child
paramount.
Considerations of confidentiality will not be allowed to override the rights of children or young members to be
protected from harm.
A full Safeguarding policy statement is displayed and available within club premises for all interested parties to
read.
AWARENESS OF THE ISSUES
Background knowledge in relation to child abuse, the general principles of Safeguarding and the ability to
recognise and respond to abuse are important issues. Of primary concern for Junior Belfast Giants Ice Hockey
Club is the issue of the Safeguarding of our young members within the operation of the club. However, being
cognisant of the indicators of abuse in respect of young members caused by others outside the club, are of an
equal importance for the safety and well-being of that child.
Co-operating to Safeguard Children formally recognises four types of abuse:
Physical Abuse
Physical abuse is the deliberate physical injury to a child, or the wilful or neglectful failure to prevent physical
injury or suffering. This may include hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning,
suffocating, confinement to a room or cot or inappropriately giving drugs to control behaviour.
Emotional Abuse
Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional ill-treatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent
adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to children that they are
worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It may
involve causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of
children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of ill treatment of a child, though it may occur
alone. Domestic violence, adult mental health problems and parental substance misuse may expose children
to emotional abuse.
Sexual Abuse
Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities, whether or not the child is
aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including penetrative or nonpenetrative acts. They may include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at or the
production of pornographic material or watching sexual activities, or encouraging children to behave in
sexually inappropriate ways.

Neglect
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s physical, emotional and/or psychological needs, likely to
result in significant harm. It may involve a parent or carer failing to provide adequate foods, shelter and
clothing, failing to protect a child from physical harm or danger, failing to ensure access to appropriate medical
care or treatment, lack of stimulation or lack of supervision. It may also include non-organic failure to thrive
(faltering growth).
In addition to these, the club recognises that we have a responsibility to:
“protect children from bullying and to have policies and procedures in places to do so”
Co-operating to Safeguard Children DHSSPS
Coaches should challenge bullying in any form i.e. physical or emotional. Physical bulling can take the form of
attacks, such as hitting, kicking, taking or damaging belongings. Emotional bullying may be a verbal assault,
including name-calling, insults, repeat teasing, sectarian/racist assaults, or it may take more indirect forms,
such as spreading malicious gossip, rumours or excluding someone from a social group. Bullying is not an
accepted behaviour towards anyone at the club be they child, coach, volunteer or parent. Anyone found to be
bullying others will be dealt with seriously both in regards to the behaviour exhibited and the reasons for the
behaviour. This club has an anti-bullying policy in place.
DESIGNATED PERSON
The Designated Person within Junior Belfast Giants Ice Hockey Club is:

Designated Person:

Nicola Hodgkinson___________________________________________________

Contact number:

07508425461______________________________

The Designated Person shall be made known to young members, coaches and parents alike; as the designated
person to whom concerns will be addressed. If the concern is about the Designated Person - please report to
Club Chairperson.

